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Concurrent High School and College Pathway 
for Chinese Language Learners



WHY do we need a Pathway?

 Our students need critical language and culture skills to 
be competitive in the global economy

 Students with higher proficiency levels in Chinese 
language studies need a clear pathway to continue their 
language and culture learning in high school 

 Need a way to advance students from Intermediate to 
Advanced and Superior Levels of language proficiency*

* ACTFL standards
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SUPERIOR
Business Executive, Lawyer, 
Judge, Financial Advisor, 
University Foreign Language 
Professor

INTERMEDIATE
High: Tour guide

Mid: Cashier, Clerk

Low: Receptionist, 
Operator, House 
keeping

ADVANCED
High:  Physician, Senior 
Consultant, Financial Broker, 
Marketing Manager, 
Communication consultant

Mid: Account Executive, 
Benefits Specialist, Technical 
Service Agent, Interpreter

Low: Social worker, Customer 
Service Agent, Police Officer, 
Legal Secretary/Receptionist, 
Billing Clerk



WHAT is the PATHWAY?

 Collaboration between  Mandarin Institute, SFUSD, CCSF and 
SFSU Flagship

 Concurrent enrollment program that serves students who are 
capable of postsecondary work. High school students enroll in 
courses provided by a postsecondary institution for concurrent 
credit – College and High School

 High School Students enroll in CCSF to start earning credits 
possibly towards a Minor in Chinese

 After completing the courses at CCSF, students can enter the 
San Francisco State University Chinese Flagship program



WHAT does it look like?
CHIN
30A

• Advanced Intermediate Chinese for 
non-native speakers

CHIN
30B

• Continuation of Advanced 
Intermediate Chinese

CHIN
30C

• Continuation of Advanced 
Intermediate Chinese (TBD)

CHIN
31A

• Intermediate Mandarin for native 
speakers

CHIN
31B

• Continuation of Intermediate 
Mandarin for native speakers

CHIN
32

• Chinese Grammar and Chinese 
Culture

CHIN
33

• Chinese Culture and Civilization

CHIN
36

• Chinese Idioms and Proverbs
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 Middle school Chinese Immersion 
graduates and alum*

 Students who have successfully 
completed AP Chinese exam*

 Advanced heritage learners*

 11th and 12th Graders from SFUSD 
Secondary Dual Language Pathway*

 Focused on Listening, Speaking, 
Reading, Writing

 Courses are UC and CSU transferable

* Determined by CCSF Placement test



WHO is the PATHWAY for?

 Bilingual Students and 
Heritage Learners for 
Speakers of Other Chinese 
Dialects, e.g. Cantonese 
enter pathway here

 Focused on Listening and 
Speaking

 Courses are CSU transferable

CHIN
14A

• Level 1
• Conversational Mandarin

CHIN
14B

• Level 2
• Conversational Mandarin

CHIN
14C

• Intermediate Conversational 
Mandarin

* Courses are NOT eligible for HS World 
Language credit but are eligible for HS 
elective credit if approved by administrator



BENEFITS
 Students achieve higher proficiency levels

 Students get to experience college early 

 Looks great on college applications

 Concurrent credit: Each course is worth 3 CCSF units and 10 SFUSD 
High School credits

 Accelerated path to Minor in Chinese – can fulfill College Freshman 
and Sophomore year requirements

 Courses UC & CSU transferable – language/humanities electives

 CCSF Chancellor Achievement Certificate after 18 units

 Pathway into San Francisco State University Flagship 



AP vs. Honors vs. College Credit

Advanced Placement (AP)
 College level curricula and exams dictated by College Board
 Some colleges/universities grant placement and course credit
 Can skip introductory classes and/or fulfill general ed. requirements
 GPA bump > 10th grade   A = 5.0 vs. 4.0 for regular course

Honors
 Curricula dictated by State/Dept Heads/Teachers
 Faster paced courses GPA  A ~ 5.0

College Courses
 Pathway courses are beyond AP level
 GPA bump > 10th grade   A=5.0
 High School transcript shows concurrent HS and College Credit



2017-2018 classes

* CCSF placement test will determine which course will best fit student



CLASS Format

 3 hour class with a 10-minute break after each 50 min

 Lectures and Hands-on exercises

 Pair and group work

 Oral presentations 



HOW and WHEN do I apply?

 Receive a program overview if at SFUSD high school

 Take CCSF Online Placement test & Survey

Apr–May / Nov-Dec

 Complete CCSF application including consent forms 
with parent and high school administrator's signature

Apr-May / Nov-Dec

 Attend SFUSD orientation session

 Register for course

Summer / Dec-Jan

 Begin classesAug / Jan

 Struggling students are counseled to drop the courseSept / Feb

 Semester endsDec / May

 Grades available on WEB4 (CCSF online system)Jan / June



HOW much does it cost?

 CA fully funds the high school and the college
➢ CA Assembly Bill 1451 authorizes the governing board of a school district to 

enter into a concurrent enrollment partnership agreement with a community 
college district located within its immediate service area to allow pupils to 
attend community college

 Textbooks and workbooks are provided by parents

 Textbooks may be provided on an as needed basis by school



Your Responsibility

 Complete CCSF online placement test

 Complete online survey

 Attend Application Workshop April 10th

 Apply to CCSF

Open enrollment period is 

April 10-21, 2017

www.MandarinInstitute.org



Your Responsibility

 CCSF FERPA consent form

 Get your High School 
Administrator or Counselor 
consent

 Register for the course

 Ensure classes are on your 
high school transcript

 Send official CCSF transcript 
to attending college

www.MandarinInstitute.org



CONSIDERATIONS

 Can take AP Exam > 10th grade

 College courses are permanent 
records on student’s transcript

 College grades earned in dual 
credit do affect college GPA

 Struggling students are counseled 
to drop the course

 Students planning on financial aid 
in community college should 
consider the credit unit limit

Feeder into …
SFSU Chinese Flagship Program



 Undergrad program

 Guided intensive language study, peer tutoring and 
faculty mentoring at SF State

 Summer overseas intensive language immersion in 
China or Taiwan

 Language Flagship Overseas Capstone Year in Nanjing or 
Tianjin, China

 Language Flagship professional internship in China

 Scholarship support for overseas study (U.S. Citizens only)



Meg Hudson
HudsonM@sfusd.edu

Yalan King
yking@MandarinInstitute.org

www.MandarinInstitute.org


